On examining more particularly into the symptoms, I could ascertain nothing positive. His tongue and pulse were natural; he had no headach, nausea, or thirst; no tumour could be detected in the epigastrium, and no pain on pressure was complained of in the region of the stomach. The bowels were moved daily, and the stools were normal. His appetite was not affected, and the usual articles of diet appeared to agree with him. He was thin, but had a good complexion, and his flesh was firm. He stated that he had formerly been very fat, but that this had left him before the accession of his stomach complaint. I was informed that one of his testicles had never descended beyond the groin.
Of the various remedies which had been tried for his relief, prussic acid appeared upon the whole to have exercised the greatest influence over the disease, preventing the attacks with considerable certainty for several days in succession.
Being unable to make up my mind as to the exact nature of the case, but conceiving it probable that there might be ulceration or some other organic lesion of the stomach, I ordered croton oil, frictions of the epigastric region, and the internal remedies to be discontinued. I also requested that the ejected fluid might be preserved for my inspection. Next charred, and the whole was destroyed. Leopold Gmelin and others have shown that when hydrochloric acid is accompanied by much animal matter, it may be entangled in it, so as to escape dissipation by heat. It will afterwards be shown, that the acid was certainly not the hydrochloric; but to obviate any objection which might be founded on this fact, several portions of the liquid were treated in the following way. Some ounces were concentrated by evaporation,'and boiled on protoxide of lead, till the liquid had lost all acid reaction. By this treatment the hydrochloric acid should be converted into the insoluble chloride of lead. The liquid was filtered, decomposed by a current of sulphuretted hydrogen, boiled, and filtered a second time. It yielded a pale yellow fluid markedly acid, which was subsequently treated with alcohol and ether by the method already described. The liquid, after the second filtration, still precipitated nitrate of silver, for it contained all the chloride of sodium originally present. Although this was no real objection to the distinction of the acid from the hydrochloric, I was anxious to satisfy myself that it could be procured quite free from chlorine. 
